
 

Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting Minutes for September 19, 2012 

 
The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday September 
19, 2012 at St. Leo’s Hall 109 South Main Street Waterbury, VT 05671 
 

Members of the Board: Brian Ames (Chairman) Ed Gallo (Vice Chair), Pete Allard, Ron 

Wilcox, Craig Greene, Jeff Salvador, Grant Spates, Craig Nolan, Justin Lindholm, Craig 

Lantagne, Kevin Lawrence, Bob Shannon, Steven Adams, Gary Gibbs.  

 

Fish and Wildlife Staff: Patrick Berry (Commissioner) Kim Royar (Deputy 

Commissioner), David Englander (General Counsel) Col Dave LeCours (Director of Law 

Enforcement), Susan Warner (Outreach Director) Mark Scott (Wildlife Director), Mary 

Diego (Executive Assistant), Paul Hamelin (Wildlife Biologist) Tom Decker (Chief of 

Operations) Cheri Waters (Licensing Staff)  

 

Members of the Public: Roy Kilburn, Sally Lafoe, Dave Lafoe, Steve McCleod, Frank 

Stanley. 

 

The Board meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM, EST by Chairman Ames. 

 

Minutes from August 15, 2012 

Grant Spates motioned to accept the minutes from August 15, 2012. 

Pete Allard seconded the motion. 

Board Vote: Unanimous in favor of passing the Minutes from August 15, 2012. 

 

Fish and Wildlife Department Land’s Rule: 

Director of Wildlife Mark Scott  began by stating that the Department has prepared a 

number of proposed changes to the rule since the first vote in order to accommodate 

some issues that arose from further discussion and public input. Scott turned the floor 

over to Commissioner Berry. Commissioner Berry noted that there are so many different 

attributes and overlays to this rule and he apologized for the number of changes that were 

made to the rule since the first vote. These changes have been made in part from the 

response from constituents and the public hearings that were held. He expressed his 

appreciate for the Board’s hard work and patience concerning the rule and the rulemaking 

process. Commissioner Berry then turned the floor over to Counselor Englander. 

Counselor Englander walked the Board through the amendments made to the State 

Land’s Rule. In section 3.16 the following language was removed “non-primitive 

camping” from the definition of “Self-contained Camping”. In Section 4.1, there were 

several changes made in order to comply with the DEC Wastewater Regulations. In 

section 5.0 i & ii it states that according to statue only the Secretary has the authority to 

designate an area of state land for use by ATVs. 5.1 l), prohibits the “removal of any 

earthen material, including but not limited to rock, sand, gravel, topsoil and minerals.” A 

new Section 6.2 provides the Commissioner the specific authority to designate certain 

areas for various activities in a defined area that would otherwise be prohibited (e.g. the 

Commissioner may authorize climbing on a designated cliff). 



 

Ed Gallo motioned to accept the amended DFW Lands Rule 

Kevin Lawrence seconded the motion  

Board Vote: 11 members in voted in favor, 1 member opposed. The Rule passed the 

second vote as amended. (Gary Gibbs was absent at the time of the vote) 

 

Craig Nolan motioned to amend the rule so that it clearly states that bicycles and horses 

are permitted on any road that a vehicle is permitted to travel on.  

Grant Spates seconded the motion.  

 Motion and second motion were rescinded after further conversation.  

 

WMA Presentation given by Paul Hamelin (Wildlife Biologist) 

Wildlife Director Mark Scott introduced Paul Hamelin (Wildlife Biologist) who has been 

with the Department 17 years. He stated that Paul is the cornerstone of the Department’s 

habitat work. Paul gave a comprehensive presentation on the Department’s 87 WMAs. 

The reports that he based his presentation on can be found on the Vermont Fish and 

Wildlife website under the Department Library towards the bottom of the page. 

 

Chairman Ames called a break in the meeting for dinner at 6:37 PM EST 

Chairman Ames called the meetings back to order at 7:00 PM EST 

 

Point of Sale Presentation Given by Tom Decker (Chief of Operations) 

Commissioner Berry introduced Chief of Operations, Tom Decker. The Commissioner 

praised Decker for all of his work post Tropical Storm Irene and credited his incredible 

progress that he and his staff have made with the Point of Sale System. Tom gave a 

comprehensive overview of the Point of Sale Licensing System that is up and running for 

our sales agents. The Point of Sale Licensing System will eventually take over the old 

licensing system and the old licensing system will become obsolete starting in 2014. The 

system is also accessible through the Fish and Wildlife Website and can be used by any 

individual to purchase hunting and/or fishing licenses.  

 

Chairman Ames announced the public hearing dates for the Baitfish Rule. He then asked 

that each board member try and make it to at least one hearing. The breakdown of board 

members attending the different meetings is outlined below. 

 Pete Allard: St. Albans hearing 

 Ron Wilcox: Kehoe hearing 

 Jeff Salvador: Newport hearing 

 Kevin Lawrence: Newport hearing 

 Craig Greene: St Albans hearing 

 Craig Nolan: Will try to make the Newport hearing 

 Grant Spates: Newport hearing 

 Craig Lantagne: Newport hearing 

 Justin Lindholm: Kehoe hearing 

 Steven Adams: Kehoe hearing 

 Gary Gibbs: Kehoe hearing 

 Bob Shannon: will be out of state 



 

Scott summarized information that Deer Project Manager Adam Murkowski prepared for 

the board. The Department will proceed with its deer management assessment and 

comprehensive plan through the following series of steps:  

 

1. The Department will collect more biological data this year during the youth 

hunting weekend and put an additional effort in during the first weekend of 

regular firearm season. 

2. A written hunter survey will be undertaken as well. The written survey will be 

implemented through an independent contractor with request for proposals going 

out immediately after survey development is completed.  Hunters will also have 

the opportunity to comment via the web. 

3. The formation of citizen advisory panels: Three panels will be constituted based 

on physiographic differences and the panels will solely discuss deer management 

strategies. These panels will encompass the Western farmland and foothill 

regions, the mountain units and Northeastern highlands, and Eastern foothills and 

the Connecticut River Valley. Each panel will consist of 5-10 members. These 

members will be selected from both direct recruitment and solicitation of interest 

by the general public through and online application process. Furthermore after 

panel membership is determined each panel will meet prior to the implementation 

of the written hunter survey to ensure survey questions address identified topics of 

interest.  

4. Additional public outreach and input. To ensure that the written survey results and 

panel recommendations influence regulatory changes in a manner supported by 

the public, additional public outreach venues will be conducted after any 

recommendations resulting in regulatory changes are proposed.  

 

Board recommended to the Department to avoid setting up “Advisory Panels.” (Note: 

Department changed name to “working group.”) 

 

Round Table:  

Ed Gallo: No comment.  

Pete Allard: Asked about the current bear harvest numbers, Scott responded with the 

following numbers: as of today 56 bears have been harvested, at this time last year there 

were 18 and three years ago the number of bears harvested at this time was 46.  

Ron Wilcox: Was very impressed by the enthusiasm at the Kehoe girls’ conservation 

camp this summer. 

Jeff Salvador: Asked about the moose auction results. These results can be found on the 

Fish and Wildlife Department’s Website. He also asked about Berlin Pond which the 

Commissioner addressed in his updates. 

Kevin Lawrence: No comment. 

Craig Greene: Was concerned that the Department’s press release read that it is a 

“requirement” to collect a bear tooth when a bear is harvested. Currently it is not a 

“requirement” but it is HIGHLY encouraged. 

Craig Nolan: Was impressed with the enthusiasm in his grandson at Buck Lake 

Conservation Camp over the summer. He stated that it is an outstanding program. 



Grant Spates: Recommended a board meeting at the conservation camp closing dinners 

(graduation) next summer. 

Craig Lantagne: No comment 

Justin Lindholm: Has had complaints from some constituents about a shooting range. He 

would like some help from the department in responding to them. Justin will contact Tom 

Decker for assistance in this matter. 

Steve Adams: Commended Mark on his recent radio performance.  

Robert Shannon: Asked about the status of Cotton Brook which currently is temporarily 

closed. He would like to follow up with the Department and have someone get back to 

him so that he can address the questions being asked by his constituents. Bob will contact 

Tom Decker for assistance in this matter. Bob also formally requested that the 

Department approach the Board with some more progressive management flexibility 

concerning fish regulations. 

Gary Gibbs: Agrees with Bob’s concerns and request about fishing regulations. EEE is in 

Addison County, and Gary recently had a good friend pass away from the disease. Gary 

asked that the Department help spread knowledge about the risks and dangers associated 

with the disease and how to protect ones yourself from contracting it.  

Brian Ames: Asked about an update on the Department’s permanent location. The 

Commissioner addressed this in his update. 

 

Commissioners Updates:  

 Berlin Pond: Commissioner Berry and the Col Lecours attended the Berlin Select 

board meeting on Monday September 17, 2012. There were concerns about 

waterfowl hunters and ice fishing on the pond. Commissioner Berry let the Select 

Board and the public know that these activities were perfectly acceptable, safe and a 

preferable for use for the area.  

 Department’s Move: The Department is slated to move to the National Life 

Building in Montpelier in the next couple of months. The Department should be 

totally moved by December. Commissioner Berry asked that the Board along with 

the Public have patience with the Department as it is going to be uprooted again. 

 The Commissioner ended his updates by wishing everyone luck in their hunting and 

outdoor activities in the following months.  

 

Grant Spates motioned to adjourn the meeting. 

Craig Greene seconded the motion. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:43 PM EST. 


